EEOS 476

Your first site visit: 
A "Sense of Place" - An initial environmental assessment 
Think about what would you like to do on the first visit to get to know your place better? (We suggest the steps below although you may change their order.)
‘Embracing and Feeling’ the site

1. Stand within your site for a few minutes, and notice what are your dominant sensations (visual, hearing; smell, etc.).  How does it feel to be there?  Restful?  Noisy?  Peaceful? Are there aspects that immediately draw your attention (either positive or negative?)

2. Draw a quick sketch, including directional arrows orienting what you feel and from where.

Systems and Boundaries/Zones
3. What do you think are 'naturally occurring’ and human-established boundaries at your project site (types of organisms, ecosystems, etc. and human zones, structures, municipalities, etc.)?

4. Describe the largest boundary at your project site – does it match a "naturally occurring" boundary or is more administrative?  If the latter, where might the natural boundary fall?  How might this affect your project/study?
Flows through the site
5. What are the major natural flows through your site?  Water?  Wind?  Solar access/exposure?  Any material flows (obvious sediment transport; etc.) that you can see? Are there any constrictions to flows (someone dumped riprap in the water; buildings blocking sunlight or wind access)? Debris?
6. Are there human activities or evidence of human activities at your site?  Do these seem to be part of the natural flows, or do they seem more as intrusions and blocking the flows?  How are human activities integrated with the flows and the life around?
Nature 
7.  What are the dominant organisms (flora and fauna) at your site?

8. Get to know three organisms at your site that you find interesting - sketch them in more detail, find out their names if you don't know them yet, notice their habitat (dry?  wet?  crowded? sheltered? etc.), other details you note.

First visit findings and conclusion
9. How do your first observations relate to your preliminary research and findings?  Do you have a better sense of what the site might need?  What new questions do you have about your site?  How do you think your site connects with other systems? What do you think will be your next steps?
Related readings and websites

1. Resources on thinking and experiencing systems:

- Donella Meadows: Thinking in systems

- Fritjof Capra: Ecology, Systems Thinking and Project-Based Learning
- What is a natural system and how does it relate to people? How is everything interlinked?
"Ecological systems theory is an approach to study of human development that consists of the 'scientific study of the progressive, mutual accommodation, throughout the life course, between an active, growing human being, and the changing properties of the immediate settings in which the developing person lives, as this process is affected by the relations between these settings, and by the larger contexts in which the settings are embedded'" (p. 188 Voydanoff citing Bronfenbrenner).
2. Resources on connecting to place (these are more K-12 but still useful):

David Sobel Place-Based Education: Connection classrooms and communities
Center for Ecoliteracy 

http://www.ecoliteracy.org
Massachusetts Marine Educators

http://www.massmarineeducators.org
Biomimicry Institute

www.Biomimicryinstitute.org
